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Decisions taken under Special Urgency Provisions 

Executive Summary

1.

1.1

The report details executive decisions taken under special urgency provision, 
by the Chief Executive between 13th July and 2nd October 2017.  

The Chief Executive has taken two special urgent decisions since the last 
meeting of Full Council. These were:

 Approval of a request to renew the lease of the Arts and Heritage 
Centre, Units 3,4,5 and 6 Scotts Industrial Estate. The reason for 
special urgency for the decision being that, any delay likely to be 
caused by convening a meeting of the Cabinet would have prejudiced 
the Council’s and/or the public’s interests.  The Cabinet was not able to 
convene a meeting to consider this matter within the required 
timescales.

 Approval of a request to amend Council’s constitution, Part 3 – 
Responsibility for Functions paragraph 2 (2). The reason for special 
urgency being that STaR Procurement required a decision by the 25th 
September 2017 by the three participating Authorities and it was not 
possible to convene a meeting of Full Council in time to implement the 
changes to the Council’s Constitution.

Recommendation

2 The decisions taken by the Chief Executive under special urgency provisions 
be noted.

Reason for Recommendation

3. In accordance with the Council’s Constitution, decisions taken as a matter of 
special urgency shall be reported to the next available meeting of the Council, 
together with the reasons for special urgency.



Key Points for Consideration

4.

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

On 11th August 2017 the Chief Executive approved a report from the Economy 
Directorate seeking approval of the terms of a new 10 year lease for units 3, 4, 
5 & 6 at Scott’s Industrial Estate, Rochdale for the continued use as a storage 
facility for Council owned Arts & Heritage items.  

In accordance with the Council’s special urgency provisions, the Chair of
Corporate Overview & Scrutiny had earlier resolved that the item could be 
submitted to Cabinet without the pre-requisite 28 day notice and, due to the 
significant time constraints, exempted the decision of Cabinet from call-in.

On 8th September 2017 the Chief Executive approved a report from the Acting 
Director of Resources identifying a request from STaR Procurement for 
amendments to the Council's Contract Procedure Rules, to permit the 
implementation of a Risk-Based Sourcing trial.  

Changes to the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules are required to ensure the 
STAR Spend Local project remains compliant with the Council’s Constitution.

Alternatives Considered

There are no alternatives to consider as the reporting of special urgency 
decisions to Council is a Constitutional requirement.  

Costs and Budget Summary

5. There are no direct financial implications to this report.  Information relating to 
the budget was reported to each decision maker at the time of determination.

Risk and Policy Implications

6. Not adhering to requirements of the Council’s Constitution may leave the 
Council open to legal challenge.

Consultation

7. There is no consultation required for this report.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. There are no background papers N/A

For Further Information Contact: Michael Garraway, Tel: 01706 924716, 
michael.garraway@rochdale.gov.uk


